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ABSTRACT

Light is an important factor for the growth and development of leafy salad vegetables.
Vegetables cultivated under low light intensity will produce a low yield. The monitoring of
physiological changes in vegetables grown under inadequate light intensity is the information for
planting system management. In this study, leaf light reflectance was investigated in order to
compare the physiological changes of Red Oak lettuce that were hydroponically grown under
normal light intensity and under lower light intensity than usual. The result showed that Red Oak
lettuce grown under lower light intensity than usual had small canopy width and low fresh
weight. Moreover, low light intensity could reduce the anthocyanin production in leaves of Red
Oak lettuce. The leaf light reflectance was measured and then calculated to various spectral
indices. Red Oak lettuce grown under normal light intensity exhibited higher Normalized
Difference Vegetable Index (GNDVI) and Anthocyanin Reflectance Index (ARI1 and ARI2),
which are kinds of spectral index, than that of Red Oak lettuce grown under lower light intensity
than usual. Moreover, those three spectral indices had a correlation with the anthocyanin content
in leaves. Differences of leaf light reflectance in Red Oak lettuce cultivated under two conditions
of light intensity could be applied to monitor plant health for management of the light intensity
in a plant nursery in the future.
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Abbreviation Spectral index Formula!/ Ref.
NDVI Normalized Difference Vegetable Index NDVI = (NIR-Red)/(NIR+Red) [11]
NDRE Normalized Difference Red-edge Index NDRE = (R790-R720)/ (R790+R720) [12]
GNDVI Green Normalized Difference Vegetable Index GNDVI = (NIR-Green)/(NIR+Green) [13]
PSSR-a Pigment Specific Simple Ratio for Chlorophyll a PSSR-a = R800/R860 [20]
PSSR-b Pigment Specific Simple Ratio for Chlorophyll b PSSR-b = ReooRss5 [20]
PSSR-c Pigment Specific Simple Ratio for Carotenoids PSSR-c = Ry /Ry [20]
ARI1 Anthocyanin Reflectance Index 1 ARI1 = (1/R550) - (1/R7OO) [21]
ARI2 Anthocyanin Reflectance Index 2 ARI2 = R800 X [(1/R550) = (1/R700)] [21]

1/ NIR = near-infrared reflectance (898-913 nm), Red = red reflectance (668-683 nm), Green = green reflectance
(548-563 nm) and R,,, = Reflectance at xxx nm [22]
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