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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were 1) to develop a place-based environmental science
curriculum to promote environmental literacy for the 9th grade students and 2) to study the
effectiveness of place-based environmental science curriculum on students’ environmental
literacy. The research samples were the 9th grade students who were studying basic science in
2017 academic year from a school in Rayong province. The samples were two classrooms.
One classroom was an experimental group (28 students) and the other was a control group
(27 students). The research design was a control group pretest-posttest design. Research instruments
consisted of place-based environmental science curriculum and environmental literacy test.
The data was analyzed by using mean, standard deviation, t-test for dependent sample and t-test
for independent sample. The place-based environmental science curriculum is a curriculum that
integrated science contents with local context situated in Rayong province. The learning process
consisted of 8 steps aligned with the principles of placed-based education. The results indicated
that 78.6 percent of the students in an experimental group were at moderate level of environmental
literacy and above. The student’s mean score of environmental literacy in overall, environmental
knowledge, and environmental cognitive skills after learning with place-based curriculum were
significantly higher than before learning and control group (P<0.05). The environmental ethics
of students in an experimental group after learning was higher than before learning, but not
significantly different (P>0.05) compared with control group.
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