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ABSTRACT

This study was a single subject design research. The objective of this study was to explore
effects of Functional Communication Training (FCT) on the communication skills of a child with
autism. The target child with autism studied in preparation level at the special education center.
The target child was the 6 years old female child who was diagnosed with autism spectrum
disorder. The research tools included: 1) Functional Behavior Assessment (FBA) toolkit,
2) problem behavior frequency observation form, 3) communication observation form, and
4) behavioral support plan using the Functional Communication Training (FCT) process. The
target child would receive training for 5 weeks, 3 days per week, a total of 15 times. The data
that were used for analyzing consisted of the frequency of showing communication behaviors
and the information from class reflection recording form. The data were presented using graph
to compare frequencies of communication skills during baseline period and intervention period.
The basic statistics that were used were the frequencies and the averages of frequency of the
communication behaviors.

The results of the study found that when applying positive behavior supported through
the Functional Communication Training process (FCT), the target child increased frequency of

the communication behaviors.

Keywords: Autism, Communication Skills, Functional Communication Training (FCT)
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