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Abstract

The aims of this study are 1) to study parents’ different understanding levels of
hearing aid usage classified by demographic data such as gender, age, child relations,
educational level, occupation, and income; and 2) to compare parents’ understanding
levels of hearing aid usage between the pre- and post-training sessions of a project called
‘Understanding and learning to restore my hearing’ and the dissemination of a manual
‘How to use and care the hearing aid for the parents’. This study was an experimental
research. The population of the study was 16 parents of hearing impaired kindergarten
students with hearing aid at Setsatian School for the Deaf under the Royal Patronage of
His Royal Highness King Maha Vajiralongkorn. They participated in the training constantly.
The research instruments consisted of: 1) a training project titled ‘Understanding and
learning to restore my hearing’” and ‘Manual of how to use and care the hearing aid for
the parent’; 2) an assessment form of hearing aid usage understanding of parents of
hearing impaired kindergarten students. The descriptive statistics were used for data
analysis including: percentage, average and standard deviation. Furthermore, the statistics
used for evaluation of research instruments and hypothesis testing were non-parametric
statistics: Mann-Whitney U test, Kruskal-Wallis Test, and the Wilcoxon matched-pair signed-
ranks test.

The findings show that: 1) Parents’ understanding of hearing aid usage in general
is at excellent level 2) Parents with different demographic data such as gender, age and
educational levels have no different levels of understanding of hearing aid usage. 3) After
parents’ participation in the project together with a study of the manual book, they show
different levels of understanding of hearing aid usage regarding overall aspects and

particular issues with statistical significance at 0.05 level.
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