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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study self-directed learning readiness of
students with hearing impairments in higher education in Northeastern area. To compare
the characteristics of self-directed learningreadiness based on variables: gender, age,
learning program and level of hearing. The sample group consisted of 98 students with
hearing impairments who registered as person with disability studying in higher education
in Northeastern areain 2018 academic year from the university that mainstreamed students
with hearing impairments. The sample was selected by purposive sampling. The research
instrument was questionnaire with five levels of rating scale classified into 8 subordinate
self-directed learning readiness characteristics that are 1) openness to learning opportunities,
2) self-concept as effective learner, 3) initiative and independence in learning, 4)
responsibility for own leamning, 5) love of learning, 6) creativity, 7) positive orientation of
the future, and 8) ability to use basic study skills and problem-solving skills. The statistical
analysis employed were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, and t-test. The
results of the study were:

1) Self-directed learning readiness of students with hearing impairments in higher
education in Northeastern area were in high level (X = 4.14, S.D. = .48). When analyzing
each characteristic, the mean of ability to use basic study skills and problem-solving skills
was the highest (X = 4.21, S.D. = .53) in high level and the mean of creativity was the least
(X =4.03, S.D. = .63) but in high level.

2) To compare the characteristics of self-directed learning readiness based on

variables: gender, age, learning program and level of hearing. The results indicated that:
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2.1) Analyzing mean based on gender, all and each characteristics of self-
directed learning readiness. It showed no significantly different.

2.2) Analyzing mean based on age, all characteristics of self-directed learning
readiness. It showed no significantly different. Considering for each characteristic, love of
learningwas significantly different at the .05 level.

2.3) Analyzing mean based on learning program, all and each characteristics
of self-directed learning readiness. It showed no significantly different.

2.4) Analyzing mean based on hearing level, all characteristics of self-directed
learning readiness. It showed no significantly different. Considering for each characteristic,

initiative and independence in learning was significantly different at the .05 level.
Keywords: self-directed learning / students with hearing impairments / higher education
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