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Abstract

This research aimed to find lived experiences of parants who raised children with
ASD in the context of Thailand. The methodology used in the study was hermeneutic
phenomenology, building on Martin Heidegger philosophy and Van Manen’s description
of thematic analysis. Data consisted of transcripts from semi-structured in-depth interviews
with 20 parents who were selected by criterior sampling and snowball sampling. The
participents were required to havechildren diagnosed with ASD that are over 6 years of
age and have homes within a 60 kilometer radius from the city of NakhonRatchasima. All
participents participated voluntarily and were of 33 to 57 years of age with ASD children
ranging from age 6 to 16. All interviews were transcribed verbatim and analyzed using Van
Manen’s (1990) selective or highlighting approach toward thematic analysis in order to
explore the structured meaning of experiences. The findings were grouped into four core
themes; autism and life of parents, living with autism, suggestions and needs of parents
of children with ASD, and beneficial experiences gained from raising a child with autism.
The implication of the research was discussed with emphasis on providing early intervention
that revolves around the families. The study concluded that the multidisclinary team
including special education teachers working with children with ASD need to be more
understanding and aware of parent’s lived experience relating to autism, more caring
towards the relationships of parents, and more respectful of the parent’s expertise
concerning their children and autism. Collaboration built on mutual understanding and
respect between parents and multidisciplinary team is needed when forming intervention
programmes. Finally, suggestions for future research are also provided in response to the

present findings.
KEYWORDS : ASD / Eeperiences/ Multidisciplinary team / Hermeneutic phenomenology
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