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Factors Affecting Achievement of Pharmacy License Examination
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Abstract

Objective: To study the factors that relate to the achievement of
pharmacy license examination in 2 parts including multiple choice question
(MCQ) and objective structured pharmaceutical examination (OSPE), and
to study the factors that could be used to predict this achievement.
Method: Data were obtained from the questionnaires which were
developed, tried out and suitably adjusted. The data of pharmacy
students from Srinakharinwirot University who were studying in
pharmacy program, expected to graduate in the academic year of 2010
and intended to take pharmacy license examination in 2011, were used
for analysis. Results: GPA, the number of methods of preparedness
before MCQ examination and the level of attitude towards pharmacy
license examination had the positive significant relationships with MCQ
(r = 0.803, 0.385 and 0.309, respectively, P < 0.05 for all). Meanwhile,
only GPA had the positive significant relationship with OSPE average
score (r = 0.654, P < 0.05). The significant predictive factors of MCQ
score were GPA and the number of methods of preparedness before
MCQ examination (P < 0.05). Together the two factors explained 67.3% of
MCQ score. For OSPE score, only GPA was significantly positively
correlated with OSPE score (P < 0.001) and could explain 41.6% of
OSPE score variance. Conclusion: GPA had the relationship with the
achievement of pharmacy license examination in 2 parts and was the
predictive factor of this achievement. Pharmacy schools may set a
policy to promote and support the students’ preparedness for pharmacy

license examination, especially those with a low GPA.

Keywords: learning achievement, pharmacy license examination, grade

point average (GPA), attitude
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