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Abstract

Objective: To assess competencies of nurse graduates from the Bachelor
of Nursing Science program, Srinakharinwirot University (SWU), academic
year of 2010. Methods: In this descriptive research, 3 sample groups were
equally assigned with 86 persons per group: 1) the nurse graduates, 2)
colleagues who worked with the nurse graduates more than 10 months,
and 3) supervisors who had worked with the nurse graduates more than 10
months. Research instrument was the questionnaire assessing satisfaction
on competencies of the nurse graduates which was approved for content
validity by 3 experts. Reliability of the questionnaire was high for all
domains combined, and for individual domains namely nursing practice
process, responsibility, nursing management and leadership, and social
relationship (Cronbach’s alpha coefficients of 0.98, 0.97, 0.96, 0.97, and
0.96, respectively). Descriptive statistics were employed to present all data.
Scores of satisfaction on graduates’ competencies among the 3 samples
were tested for difference by using one way analysis of variance. Results:
Overall satisfaction on nurse graduates by each of the 3 sample groups
was in the highest level. Domains with the highest levels including social
relationship followed by responsibility and nursing practice process were
found in all 3 groups. Domain with the high level was nursing management
and leadership. Scores of satisfaction among the 3 groups were not
statistically different. Conclusions: The findings suggest that enhancing
competency of nursing management and leadership in its curriculum should

be encouraged.

Keywords: assessment, competencies, nurse graduates
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