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Abstract

Objective: To describe drug use behaviors and examine factors affecting
such behaviors of the village health volunteers at BohKwang Thong sub-
district, Boh Thong district, Chonburi province. Method: In this descriptive
study, data were collected using a five-part questionnaire. Simple random
sampling technique was used to select 93 village health volunteers.
Personal data, predisposing, enabling, reinforcing factors and drug use
behaviors were analyzed using descriptive statistics and stepwise multiple
regression analysis to determine the factors affecting drug use behaviors.
Results: It was found that 82.8% of the subjects had a good level on drug
use behaviors; while only 17.2% had a fair level. Two factors, namely
knowledge on drug use and receiving radio drug information, significantly
affected drug use behaviors which accounted for 29% of the behavior
variance (R2 = 0.29, P = 0.004). Knowledge of drug use was the most
influencing factor (positive effect) followed by radio drug information
(negative effect). Conclusion: Knowledge of drug use and radio drug
information significantly affected drug use behaviors of the village health
volunteers. Related public health organizations could use this information in
promoting appropriate drug use behaviors and consequently alleviating

drug use problems in the community.

Keywords: drug use behaviors, village health volunteers, knowledge on

drug use, radio drug information
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