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ABSTRACT

Objective: This survey research aimed to examine the opinion and decision of pharmacy students and graduates in selecting
preceptors which provide drug marketing internship programs. Method: Survey questionnaires were given to 4‘h year pharmacy
students preparing for the internship program, trained students, and graduates with training experience. We asked the subjects
to rate importance of each factor on decision to choose preceptors (very important, not too important, and not important at all).
These factors included preceptor characteristics (8 questions), student characteristics (11 questions), environment/living (5
questions), preceptor rules/protocols (9 questions), and others (5 questions). Results: Ninety-five out of 105 subjects (90.47%)
returned the questionnaire. Among the 3 groups of respondents, preceptor characteristics that were rated the most important
included the entrepreneur’s qualified internship program, availability of comprehensive training covering essential skills (esp.
selling techniques and detailing), training schedule with specified timetable, and availability of assigned trainer. Regarding
student characteristics, the most important characteristics included student’'s determination in marketing training, readiness to
adapt to the training, student’s personality, self-confidence, attitude on marketing job, and student's etiquette. In terms of
environment and living, the most important characteristics included site location, travel, and safety of living place. About
rules/protocols of the preceptors, factors rated the most important were comprehensive program, well-informed program content
and schedule, and specifically assigned trainer. Other factor was time of the year for internship application interview.
Conclusion: Importance of factors on pharmacy student decision to choose internship preceptor was determined. It can be

used to help foster understanding between involving parties in drug marketing training.
Key words: drug marketing, decision making, training preceptor, selection
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