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ABSTRACT

Objective: This qualitative study aimed to describe opinions of health personnel in Chiangmai Province towards effects of drug
compulsory licensing on patients, government, pharmaceutical manufacturers and the economic situation of Thailand. Method:
The data were collected by using an in-depth interview. Subjects were 20 public health care personnel in Chiang Mai province,
consisting of 2 physicians, 13 pharmacists, and 5 health care volunteers who were HIV infected patients. All subjects were well
acquainted with drug compulsory licensing. Results: Most subjects thought that compulsory licensing enabled the government
to protect the public on health benefits and ensure access to affordable medicines especially in countries where there was no
system of universal coverage for anti-retroviral treatment. The positive effect was a significant price reduction which potential
resulted in government’s reduction on medical expenditures. The negative effects were mostly low turn-over rate of sales of the
pharmaceutical companies. Another major effect was the un-expected trade sanction from the US which was the pharmaceutical
manufacturers’ host country. Conclusion: Concepts and steps of drug compulsory licensing were consistently perceived by
most health personnel as necessary for drug access. Since compulsory licensing had both positive and negative effects in
several aspects, it was suggested that further compulsory licensing should be considered more carefully to ensure effective

decision making.
Key words : compulsory licensing, patents, effect of compulsory licensing on drugs
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