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Effects of Thai Herbs Used in Traditional Women Remedies
on the Uterine Contraction
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Abstract

Objectives: To investigate the effects of Thai herbs used in traditional
women remedies on the contraction of uterus in vitro. Plants that often
found in women remedies, i.e. Carthamus tinctorius (C.T.), Caesalpinia
sappan (C.S.), Leonurus sibiricus (L.S.), Conioselinum univitatum (C.U.),
and Curculigo latifolia var. latifolia (C.L.). Method: The herbs were
extracted in 95% ethanol, phytochemical screened, and then examined the
effects on the contraction of rat uterus. Results: It was found that
acetylcholine (ACh), a standard agent, gave a maximal response observed
within 5 minutes. The maximal contraction was 134.6% of KCI response.
The concentration of ACh responded for 50% contraction (ECs) was
6.54x10>8 M. and the frequency of contraction was 1.30 + 0.21 min-1. All
plant extracts stimulated a contraction of uterus, in which the maximal
contraction response were observed in C.S. > C.U. > LS. > C.T> CL
ranging from 70.79 - 124.1% of KCI response. The ECj, of those extracts
were ranged from 8.3110x10"° to 1.58x10° g/iml. The frequency of
contraction were higher in L.S. > C.S. > C.L > C.T > C.U. Conclusion:
Herbs used in traditional women remedies induced contraction of uterus in

different degree.

Keywords: Uterine contraction, Traditional women remedies, Carthamus
tinctorius, Caesalpinia sappan., Leonurus sibiric, Conioselinum

univitatum, Curculigo latifolia var. latifolia.
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