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Abstract

The offenses of secret societies and criminal associations were
first codified in the Penal Code of R.S. 127 and were later incorporated in
the Penal Code in a similar manner, under Sections 209 to 213. The
legislative intent was to prevent groups of individuals from conspiring to
cause public disorder. For this reason, the author aims to study the
historical background, significance, and constituent elements of these
offenses, as well as to compare them with foreign laws and examine the
problems and impacts arising from the enforcement of such provisions.

Upon study, it has been found that certain offenses under these
provisions may conflict with the general principles of criminal law and
are not consistent with the context of contemporary society. This
includes the offense under Section 211, which establishes a presumption
of guilt, resulting in the burden of proof falling on the accused; and
Section 213, which imposes penalties on members of criminal gangs or
brothels even if they did not directly commit the offense. These may
conflict with the general principles of criminal liability. Therefore, these
provisions should be reviewed and amended to better align with legal

principles and current circumstances.

Keywords: Membership in a Secret Society, Membership in a Criminal

Associations, Presumption of Guilt, Vicarious Liability
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