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Abstract

Criminal law in Thailand is established for various reasons,
including the protection of societal harmony, ensuring individuals coexist
peacefully with a set of ethical standards. The essence of criminal law
comprises the prohibition of wrongful acts, the penalties associated with
those acts, and the legal principles embedded in every offense under
criminal law. The term "legal morality" refers to the benefit or value of
coexisting in a society that the law seeks to protect. Without legal

morality, society cannot achieve tranquility. One crucial legal moral
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principle is the protection of life and body, as evident in Article 289 of
the Criminal Code, which states, "Whoever causes the death...shall be
liable to the death penalty." This provision establishes a legal moral
standard to protect Buddhist religious values and public sentiment in
Thailand, considering a person who has been killed as someone
deserving special consideration.

However, individuals in society considered to be equally
deserving of respect as a person killed are the adoptive parents and
caregivers. This academic paper aims to analyze the legal protection
afforded, going beyond that given to the general population. Legal
morality and the reasons why Criminal Code Section 289 should

encompass adoptive parents and caregivers are discussed.

Keywords: Article 289, Adoptive parents, Custodians, Criminal offenses
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% PENAL CODE ARTICLE 221-1 “The wilful causing of the death of another person is
murder. It is punished with thirty years' criminal imprisonment”

! PENAL CODE ARTICLE 221-4 2. PENAL CODE Murder is punished by criminal

imprisonment for life where it is committed:

2° against a natural or legitimate ascendant or the adoptive father or mother
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