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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research study was to analyze effective parenting path indicators in Thai Families.
The study included four objectives. First, to analyze the antecedent indicators of the effective parenting
perceived by parents. Second, to analyze the consequent indicators of the effective parenting perceived by the
parents. Third, to analyze the relationships between the effective parenting perceived by the parents and
perceives by their children. Fourth, to analyze the antecedent indicator of the effective parenting perceived by
the children.

The subjects of the study were 105 parents (51 fathers and 54 mothers) and their 88 children. They
were criterion selected from population. The research scales designated the effective parenting path indicators
in the Thai families were developed. The scales utilized a five-point Likert scale for each of the items. The
reliabilities of the scales ranged from 0.681-0.953 The data were analyzed by Path analysis.

The research results were as follows: 1) The parents’ psychological characteristics, an influential
antecedent variable, indicated significant direct effects on the effective parenting perceived by the parents at
.01 level with path coefficient of 0.95 while the other antecedent variables, i.e., the internal family factor revealed
non-significant direct effects on the effective parenting with path coefficient of 0.32 and the social factor
revealed non-significant negative effects on the effective parenting with path coefficient of -0.28. The stated
antecedent variables significantly predicted the effective parenting at .01 level, with 89% of variability in
effective parenting from the stated variables 2) The effective parenting perceived by the parents, an influential
antecedent variable indicated significant direct effects on consequent variables, i.e., the children’s
psychological characteristics and behavior and the children’s perception on parental child-rearing at .01 level
with path coefficients of 0.53 and 0.46 respectively. 3) Significant positive relationships were found between the
effective parenting in Thai families perceived by the parents and perceived by their children at .01 level. 4) The
effective parenting perceived by the children, an influential antecedent variable, indicated significant direct
effects on the consequent variables, i.e. “the children’s psychological characteristics and behavior” and “the
children’s perception of their parental child-rearing at .01 level with path coefficients of 0.56 and 0.54
respectively”.

Key words: Effective Parenting, Thai Families
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