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ABSTRACT

The research was to study the implementation
of policy. The main purpose was to analyze the
facilitating and restraining factors towards
implementation of pre-service teacher training policy
in Thailand, Singapore and Malaysia. The data were

collected by both qualitative and quantitative

methods and then analyzed by the content analysis

of top-down theories of implementation theory.

The findings were:

1. The state of implementation of pre-service
teacher training policy in Thailand, Singapore and
Malaysia.

1.1) In Thailand, the Ministry of Education
had determined the policy and pre-service teacher
training plan, while the office of higher education
provided the structure of administration. For faculties
of education, they were responsible for providing
training for all student teachers. According to the
development of teacher professional standards, the
teachers’ council of Thailand organization had been
established for determining teacher’s professional
development and ethics.

1.2) In Singapore, the Ministry of Education had
mainly managed teacher education policy and
applying policy to practice. Universities Branch was
responsible for determining the policy’s higher
education and being coordinator for internal and
external organizations in order to take the policy
into universities. In addition, there is currently
one teacher training institution in Singapore,
which is the National Institute of Education (NIE).

1.3) In Malaysia, the main responsibility of
the Ministry of Education was administration of the
national education plan and putting policy into
practice by creating curriculum and evaluation for all
schools. The minister of Education was considered
as a principle to decide all matters relating to teacher
education. Moreover, admission, fees, issuing
certificate and proposing the accreditation criteria for
subject areas were controlled by the National

Council on Higher Education.
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2. The facilitating and restraining
factors of pre-service teacher training policy in
Thailand, Singapore and Malaysia were found to be
as follows:

2.1) In Thailand, there had been frequent
changing in Thai governments and politicians had an
influence on educational administration and policy.
There were populist policies in Thailand over the last
10 years, which were highly influenced by the
economy and culture. These were the restraining
factors of the success of the implementation of pre-
service teacher training policy. Despite that policy
and implementation were clear and number of
student teachers was limited for admission, it is
notable that many institutes had not followed policy;
and therefore, were unable to control the number of
student teachers.

2.2) In Singapore, the political, economic,
social contexts and culture were highly stable. These
factors result in the success of the implementation of
pre-service teacher training policy. This is because
the fact that the Ministry of Education had determined a
clear policy of education, management, staffs and
assessment. In addition, the government strictly
controlled universities, and so was able to control
quality of teachers. Thus, the standard of education
in Singapore was more developed than other
countries around Asia.

2.3) In Malaysia, all level of educational
administrations were controlled by the Ministry of
Education and there was the same educational
standards for all levels across the country. However,
the administration factors provided pre-service
teacher training for secondary and primary teachers
separately; secondary teachers by faculties of
education, whereas primary teachers by institutes of

teacher education. The political factor was a

facilitating factor toward the implementation of pre-
service teacher training policy. On the other hand,
the economic and social context and cultural factors
were found to be that economic growth might lead to
the need of technology workers rather than teachers
and salaries of teachers were lower when compared

with other occupations.

Keywords : Pre-service Teacher Training Policy,
Implementation of Policy, Facilitating and Restraining

Factors.
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