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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to 1) to study the professional development needs of early childhood
teachers, teaching assistants, and caregivers regarding their instructional competencies, 2) develop a curriculum
for early childhood teachers, teaching assistants, and caregivers that aligns with early childhood competencies
and is suitable for all affiliations using an area-based approach with participation from educational partners, and
3) evaluate the quality and effectiveness of the curriculum for early childhood teachers, teaching assistants, and
caregivers that aligns with early childhood competencies and is suitable for all affiliations using an area-based
approach with participation from educational partners. The sample consisted of 30 early childhood teachers,
teaching assistants, and 10 caregivers in Suphan Buri Province, in total 40 people, selected through multi-stage
random sampling. The research instruments comprised: 1) A needs assessment interview form for professional
development, 2) an evaluation form for the early childhood teacher development curriculum that aligns with early
childhood competencies and is suitable for all affiliations using an area-based approach with participation from
educational partners, 3) a competency assessment form for teaching and learning management of early childhood
teachers, teaching assistants, and caregivers, and 4) a satisfaction assessment form regarding curriculum
activities for early childhood teachers, teaching assistants, and caregivers. The statistics used for data analysis
included Mean, Standard Deviation, and content analysis for qualitative data. The research findings found that; 1)
early childhood teachers, teaching assistants, and caregivers expressed the highest need for developing two
areas of their teaching competencies: early childhood learning experience management competency and media
and innovation competency, 2) The curriculum quality assessment results showed that the overall average quality
score of the curriculum was at the highest level of appropriateness (M = 4.59, S.D. = 0.55), 3) The comparison of
teaching and learning management competencies of early childhood teachers, teaching assistants, and
caregivers before and after curriculum training showed that the overall post-training scores (M = 4.85, S.D. = 0.46)
were higher than pre-training scores (M = 4.45, S.D. = 0.64) and 4) The overall satisfaction assessment of the
curriculum training revealed that early childhood teachers, teaching assistants, and caregivers reported the
highest level of satisfaction (M = 4.63, S.D. = 0.56).

Keywords: Teacher Development Curriculum, Area-Based Approach, Educational Partnership
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