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Abstract

The objectives of this research were: 1) to develop elements and indicators
of the school administrators’ strategic thinking and 2) to conduct confirmatory factor
analysis of strategic thinking indicators from empirical data. The sample of 757 school
administrators in the southern provinces along the Andaman Coast was obtained using a
cluster random sampling technique. The instruments for this research are interview and
questionnaire. The content validity index of the questionnaire ranged from 0.8 to 1.0 and
the alpha coefficient index was 0.98. The statistical tools for this research are mean,
standard deviation, exploratory factor analysis, and confirmatory factor analysis.

The results of the development of school administrators’ strategic thinking indicate
10 elements, namely 1) thinking outside the box with 6 indicators, 2) setting objectives
with 5 indicators, 3) listening to others’ opinions with 6 indicators, 4) solving problems
with 5 indicators, 5) planning with 4 indicators, 6) making decisions with 6 indicators,
7) being flexible with 5 indicators, 8) outlining the vision with 3 indicators, 9) leading
and facilitating change with 3 indicators, and 10) participating with 2 indicators. The
results of the confirmatory factor analysis of the school administrators’ strategic thinking
model from the empirical data illustrate that the empirical data was consistent with the
construct validity of Chi-square (X? ) = 0.64, (X?/df ) = 0.98, Goodness of Fit Index
(GFI) = 0.92, Adjusted Goodness of Fit Index (AGFI) = 0.90, Incremental Fit Index
(IFT) = 1.00, Relative Fit Index (RFI) = 0.92, Comparative Fit Index (CFI) = 1.00, Non
Norm Fit Index (NNFI) = 1.00, Norm Fit Index (NFI) = 0.93, Standardized Root Mean
Square Residual (SRMR) = 0.04, and Root Mean Square Error of Approximation
(RMSEA) = 0.00.

Keyword: strategic thinking indicators, school administrators in the southern provinces

along the Andaman coast
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