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Mirror Neurons and The Development of Moral Behavior
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Abstract

The existence of a Mirror Neuron System has been discovered in the human
brain. It has been studied to assess if the mirror neuron mechanism can explain many
phenomenon, especially social cognition, a social process of human beings as a social

member of the community. Evidences of mirror neurons exist and act were supported
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by the fact that the observer’s brain acts as if it was experiencing the same action or

the same feeling perceived as other party. The mirror neuron mechanism is a pattern

of mental response by observation, memory, emotional feeling, and association of the

reasoning that makes the observer understand the meaning of action and feeling of others.

This mechanism is based on action understanding, enable the observer to understand

the intention behind action, share the emotions and feeling, and imitate the action agent.

This perception of each other evokes the social regulation. To develop moral behavior

is to create both live and symbolic models to stimulate mirror neurons in children and

youth that drives them to imitate the good behaviors.

Key word: Mirror Neurons, Imitation, Moral Development
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#iz1: G.R.Semin., & J.T.Cacioppo. (2009). From Embodied Representation to

Co-regulation. In Mirror neuron Systems. p. 113.
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