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Communication and the Reproduction of Ideology in “How-to” Books
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Abstract

The research aims to understand implement of communication how-to book genre and the
reproduction of capitalism Ideology. The sample group of this research that divided into three
sub-genres; psychology (6 books), economics and management (5 books) and do-it-yourself
(3 books). This research is qualitative research by aiming at textual analysis of how-to books.
The results revealed that how-to books use implement of communication through the features
of books such as book cover, contents and other components in which whether any genres
of How-to books were used the same way for creating legitimacy to ideology by using the
ideological practices and the sign. How-to books communication have the reproduction ideology
in contradictory features that is the mainstream How-to books reproduce the capitalistic ideology,
but the downstream that has ideology to negotiate or counteract the capitalism. By the capitalistic
ideology is also remains to be How-to books dominant ideology. And this material is indicator to
capitalism features in 21st century. In addition How-to Books are product of social capitalism that
emphasizes on management issues of capitalism and self reliance by way of modern society.
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Keyword: How-to books, Reproduction of ideology
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