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The Role of Librarians in Teaching Information Literacy in the
Academic Libraries
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Abstract

The purpose of this study were to study the role and problems of the librarians in teaching
information literacy in the academic libraries; and to compare these roles and problems based
on librarians’ educational level, working experience, and basic information technology skills. A
sample of 98 librarians was drawn from the librarians who were teaching information literacy in
24 public university libraries. The main data collection tool was a questionnaire .Interviews were
conducted with 10 librarians to gather additional opinions about teaching information literacy.
The findings are summarized as follows: The overall role of the librarians in teaching information
literacy in the academic libraries was moderate. The librarians played a high level role in teaching
Standard 2, Standard 5 and Standard 1. They played a moderate role in teaching Standard
3 and Standard 4. The librarians faced overall problems in teaching information literacy at a
moderate level. Two items were found to be at a high level. These included the students’ lacks
of the library skills and their lack of interest in participating in information literacy activities. In
comparing the librarians’ roles and problems faced in teaching information literacy according
to the following variables, educational level, working experience a basic information technology
skills, no difference was between roles, problems and variable. The analysis of interview data
revealed the factors contributing to the levels of the librarians’ role played in teaching information
literacy. These included user needs, user groups, user information behavior, user information
technology skills, time for delivering instruction, and the librarians’ knowledge and experience

in information literacy.
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College & Research Libraries. 2000: Online)
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