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The Operations of Temporary Prison Libraries: Three Case Studies
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Abstract

This research studies the operational process of temporary prison libraries; its problems
in management, technical work and services; the prisoners’ needs for information to gain
vocational skills; and the users’ library usage. Data collection is through research of interviews.
The main respondents are 30 personnel and library users from three temporary prisons, which
are Khao Noi Temporary Prison in Nan province, Khao Kling Temporary Prison in Petchburi
province, and Khae Noi Temporary Prison in Petchabun province. The research findings are
as follows: 1) The operational process of the Temporary Prison Libraries in management, the
libraries are units under the educational divisions of the provincial prisons. Their purpose is to
be the community’s source of information on sufficiency economy and provide information for
prisoners, personnel and the general public. The information resources provided for users are
usually related to agriculture. 2) In technical services, the libraries classify information resources
using the Dewey decimal classification and record their bibliographic data with the Public Library
Software (PLS). 3) The library has 4 different services: circulation, inquiry, serial publication, and
reading services. 4) The main problems with the operational system of the temporary prison
libraries are that librarians have a lot of work and no technical knowledge; there is a lack of
work continuation of the assistant librarians; limited budget; the library buildings are in need
of proper maintenance. 5) The prisoners mainly prefer information on agriculture skills. ¢). The
libraries serve many purposes. Users seek academic knowledge, especially in agriculture, are
entertained through reading, and learn new things of their own interests. Users are satisfied
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that the libraries provide them with the needed information.

fmehdy: Baudhitiai, fded, HessyaEauiiinTm, mduinnuiaEye
Keyword: Temporary prison, Prisoner, Temporary prison library, Operations of library
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