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Information Seeking Behavior of Mahidol Wittayanusorn School Students in
Conducting Science Projects
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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the information seeking behavior of school students in
researching their science projects. Key informants were 30 students studying in Matthayomsuksa
6 at Mahidol Witthayanusorn School. Six students were purposively selected from each of
the following five project fields: biology, chemistry, physics, computer, and mathematics.
The main data collection method was semi-structured interview. The Big ¢ Skills Model
was used as a conceptual framework to develop interview questions. The results reported
students’ information seeking behavior in six steps as follows: Step 1: Task definition. In
defining their research topics, some students developed topics of their own interests, some
decided to pursue and expand existing research topics, while others derived their topics from
a seminar course. Step 2: Information seeking strategies. Students identifies three types of
information sources which included information in print and electronic information institutions
and resource persons. The main criteria used in evaluating information were authority and
update. Step 3: Location and access. Students located needed information by using the
library's OPAC system, internet, online databases and interviewing experts. They also used
index, keywords and hyperlinks to find relevant information. Step 4: Use of information. They
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skimmed through sources and extracted what was needed, then translated and summarized it
in their own words. They recorded information about the sources they used for in-text citing
and creating a reference list. Step s: Synthesis. Students organized the information obtained
from different sources by grouping information into subtopics, arranging the written parts into
a coherent report, and revising the content scope. The completed projects were presented
in different or combined formats such as written reports, posters, power-point presentation,
demonstration or experimentation. Step &: Evaluation. Students seeked for their information
in various types of methods leading them to derive individual specific projects. After gaining
adequate information by the seeking process ,each project would be defined and managed by
following up specified theories, frontiers and also research methodologies and finally resulted

in an accomplishment of defined criteria.
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