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An Analysis of Theses Related to Information Behavior during 1970-2010
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Abstract

The objective of this study is to analyze the theses which studied information behavior
published during the academic years 1970 to 2010. The study examines the populations used,
the contents, the type of research conducted, the theories used, the research instruments
used and the statistics used. The population in this research is 787 titles of Master's theses
from 24 governmental universities under the Office of the Higher Education Commission that
examined information behavior which were published during the years 1970 through 2010. The
research instruments used in this study was a theses analyzed form, those developed by the
researcher. The collected data were analyzed by frequency and show as a percentage. This
study shows that the university which holds the highest number of theses about information
behavior is Chulalongkorn University. Most of these studies were published during the academic
years 2000-2010. The population studied most frequently was the general public. The contents
studied most was several aspects of information behavior. The field of Humanities and Social
Science holds the most theses about information behavior, the second is Education and the
next one is Health Science. The kind of research that was used most was survey research,
the second was quantitative research and experimental research, while descriptive research
was used least. The field that used theory in research was Humanities and Social Science.
The research method most frequently used was a written questionnaire. The statistics most frequently
used were descriptive statistics including percentages and inferential statistics by t-test.
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