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Abstract

This study aimed at analyzing the topic of sufficiency economy addressed by His Majesty King
Bhumipol in his royal speeches in order to categorize the discourse in terms of its communicative
purposes and to determine the overall discourse type of the speeches about this issue. Data
were collected from 15 royal speeches given to the audience of well-wishers on the occasion
of the Royal Birthday Anniversary between 1964 and 2007. From the data analysis, 18 types
of discourse were found in the sampled speeches: expressing opinions, recounting, explaining,
teaching/instructing, giving advice, exemplifying, expressing thanks, elaborating, well-wishing/
blessing, expressing feelings, referring to the words of the leader of the audience, making references,
teasing, giving the audience points to ponder, informing, questioning, complimenting, and making
appointments. Among the 18 types of discourse, four main types were found to recur in all the
sampled speeches, namely expressing opinions, recounting, teaching, and expressing thanks.
Based on the percentage of each main type of discourse, the royal speeches about sufficiency

economy were categorized as opinion discourse.
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