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Abstract

The present study aimed to investigate students' information seeking behavior while
conducting research projects. Ellis’ Behavioral Model of Information Seeking was used as
research framework. Interviewing was the method of collecting qualitative data from 39
informants. The informants were purposively selected from the fourth year undergraduate
students who were studying in 30 subject fields in science and technology in Rajamangala
University of Technology Krungthep and were taking a course on Research for Projects. The
research findings showed that the students’ information seeking behavior found in conducting
research projects were consisted of nine activities: starting, chaining, browsing, searching,
differentiating, monitoring, extracting, verifying, and ending. The result was different from Ellis’
Model in that “Searching” activity was also found in the information seeking process. This
could be explained by the fact that the use of computers in information storage and retrieval
and the ubiquitous communication through networking facilitate searching. Searching could
be performed simultaneously with browsing.
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