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Abstract

The research aimed to investigate the knowledge transferring method on gemstone preforming by the
gems cutters in Chanthaburi including the technique and equipment of the preforming. Moreover, the aim was
to analyze the process of rough-stone shaping and color positioning by the cutter in Chanthaburi. In-depth
interview by semi-structured questionnaire was used to collect information from ten gemstone cutters in
Chanthaburi. Each of them had over two years of experience. Purposive sampling of the gem’s cutter group
was done by requesting the information from Chanthaburi Gems and Jewelry Traders Association. The findings
identified three groups of knowledge transferring methods on gemstone preforming. The first group,
Chanthaburi-local gems cutters, gained the skill from the family members. The second group, the cutters from
outside Chanthaburi, was trained by the company. The third group was self-taught. The preforming equipment
comprised of the preforming table and the grinding wheel with different scales of roughness depending on
types of gemstones. Shape, cut and color of gemstones affects a market value of the gemstones. The study
showed that, in Chanthaburi, the stones were mainly cut in oval shape due to the market demand. Otherwise,
the stones were shaped to maximize their final-cut weight. Gemstone color positioning methods were divided
into two groups. One group, for gemstones with color zoning, was to position the color zone at the bottom of
the shape. So the color would appear on the face of the cut stone. The other group, for the stones without
color zoning, was separated into two sub-group. (1) For one-color gemstones, color-positioning was
unnecessary. The preforming was only to remove crack, shape and preserve the weight. (2) For gemstones
with pleochroism, color positioning was necessary to locate the appropriate color of the gemstones.

Keywords : Gemstone preforming, Color zoning, Pleochroism
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