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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to examine theeffect of drying process on the amount of fungus in
teaoil seeds, and to investigate theappropriate period of drying tea oil seeds. The drying processes used
different methods, that is, S1using natural sun drying for 3 days, S2 using natural sun drying for 7 days,
O1using oven drying at the temperature of 69 degree Celsius for 3 days andO2 using oven drying at the
temperature of 69 degree Celsius for 7 days. The experimental results indicated that the S1, S2 and O1
drying methods provide moisture content of 24.41%, 18.63%, 16%, with the amount of fungus at 1.1x10°,
4.6x10% and 1.2x102 CFU/g respectively. While the O2 drying method gives moisture contents of 10.75% with
the amount of fungus less than 10 CFU/g. It could be seen that the amount of fungus is relevant to the
moisture content; therefore, the prolonged oven drying time could significantly reduce the emerging of fungus
and moisture content (PS0.0S). Since the moisture content lower than 14% is required in order to control the
emerging fungus in tea oil seeds, the results also confirmed that using oven drying at 69 degree Celsius for 7
days (02) is the appropriate method due to it only gives moisture contents of 10.75% with the lowest amount

of fungus (< 10 CFU/qg).

Keywords: Tea oil seeds, Sun drying, Oven drying, Amount of fungus
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