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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study the changes of writing ability of preschool children through
an outdoor learning activity with note taking. The sample used in the study was preschool boys and girls, with
4-5 years of age, who were studying in first year kindergarten in second semester of 2013 academic year at
Pibool Upphatham School in Bangkok obtained by purposive sampling. One class of two was chosen and then
15 students were selected from 60 students by simple random sampling (drawing). The experimental design
followed the A-B-C design. The work pieces were collected and the writing ability of preschool children was
assessed. The first 2 weeks was at the pre-experiment stage. For while-experiment stage, the experiments were
carried out within the period of 8 weeks and 3 days a week on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. The work
pieces with note taking on learning on Wednesday during the outdoor learning activity with note taking were
collected and then their writing ability was assessed against the criteria established. At the post-experiment
stage, the work pieces were collected and their writing ability was evaluated during 2 weeks after the
experiments. The experiments all together took 12 weeks. The instruments used in the study were plans of
outdoor learning activity with note taking and an assessment form with scoring rubric for writing ability of
preschool children with the reliability of 2 observers by using the index of congruence (IOC) of observers at
0.95 (RAI = 0.95) which was at the high level and enough to be used in the study. Thus only one observer was
used in the study. The data were analyzed by using means, standard deviation, and one-way repeated
measure analysis of variance (ANOVA). Dependent sample t-test was used for the comparison of differences
between weeks. The research results revealed that, after the use of outdoor learning activity with note taking,
the writing ability of preschool children in 6 steps in each period of weeks was different with statistical
significance at the level of .01. Their writing ability at the pre- and while-experiment stages from week 6 until
post-experiment stage (weeks 11-12) was increasingly changed with statistical significance at the level of .05,
except the writing ability at the while-experiment stage between weeks 3 and 4 and weeks 4 and 5 which was

increasingly changed with no statistical significance.
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