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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study and compare the problem solving ability of preschool
children through a practicum activity. The sample used in the study was preschool boys and girls, with 4-5
years of age, who were studying in first year kindergarten in second semester of 2013 academic year at King
Phet School under Ratchathewi District Office, Bangkok. One class of two was chosen and then 15 students
were selected by drawing. The experiments were carried out within the period of 8 weeks, 3 days a week, and
50 minutes for each day. The instruments used in the study were plans of practicum activity and a test of
problem solving ability of preschool children with the index of congruence (I0C) between the behaviors and the
objectives between 0.60-1.00 and with the reliability of whole paper at .89. The research followed the one-
group pretest-posttest design and the data were statistically analyzed by using dependent sample t-test. The
research results revealed that, after the use of practicum activity, the problem solving ability of preschool
children in general was at the high level (X = 37.60). When considering in individual areas, it was found that the
ability to solve their own problems was at the high level (X =18.73) and also the ability to solve problems relevant
to others was at the high level (X = 18.87). When comparing the levels of problem solving ability of preschool

children both in general and in individual areas, their ability after the use of practicum activity was higher than

that of before the use of activity with statistical significance at the level of .01.

Key Words: Problem solving ability, Workshop activity, Preschool children
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