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ABSTRACT

This mixed method research study aims at synthesizing the elements of critical historical
consciousness among high school students; analyzing confirmatory factors of it; and examining
the relationship between the critical historical consciousness and empirical data. The target
population includes seven experts on history, history instruction and educational psychology who
provided in-depth interview information using semi structured questionnaire and 187 high school
students who took seven sets of written and multiple-choice critical historical consciousness
exam. Content analysis method was applied to analyze the qualitative data while confirmatory
factors analysis method was used on quantitative part. The results of the study show that critical
historical consciousness should be developed among Thai high school students the most.
According to the experts, it should be done in a way that focuses on the criticizing of historical
evidence and on the ability to use historical method to criticize the present events. The five
elements include receiving critical historical consciousness, responding, value creating, value
organizing and characterization. This critical historical consciousness model is found to be related
to empirical data (y*= 1.11, df = 4, p = .893, AGFI = 0.99, RMSEA = 0.00, SRMR = 0.01 and CF|
= 1.00). The element with the highest weight is value organizing, followed by value creating,

characterization, responding and receiving respectively.

Keywords: Critical Historical Consciousness, Teaching History, Historical Consciousness
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