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ABSTRACT

Royal Court Music of Southeast Asian people found that the culture of Indian and Chinese
civilization had been integrated through trading, migration, fighting and spreading the religion. As
a result, music culture in Southeast Asia has been integrated and developed into a unique style and
the area becomes a place to learn about the culture of music which is important to reflect and
indicate the prosperity of the countries in the past especially the characteristics of musical
instruments in the royal court of Southeast Asian people which have been formalized and inherited
until the present. It can be divided into 2 main types which are 1) Gong instruments, a musical style
that can be seen in the royal orchestras and local music bands in Southeast Asia especially the
island countries. The characteristics of most musical instruments are gong-type instruments with
buttons, developed, beautifully decorated, and varied in size. 2) Xylophone instruments are a
musical style that has appeared in the royal court for a long time and can be seen in every country
in Southeast Asia especially in the mainland countries. The culture of playing xylophone instruments
has been developed for a long time. The main evidence is the discovery of ancient stone xylophone
in different regions. This indicates that in the past, Southeast Asian people had a culture of playing
music and developed the musical instruments style to be diverse and beautiful as continuing to

date.
Keywords: Royal Court Music, South-East Asia
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