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ABSTRACT

Basic Education Reform is an important tool in human resource development for the reform of
Thailand according to the 20-year national strategy; therefore, it is necessary to study, analyze and understand
deeply into key issues. Most of the past educational reforms are to restructure the management of the Ministry
of Education. Policy and management are the decision-making and centralized management.
Decentralization to the area and school is also less while each area is diverse and had different educational
management propositions. Consequently, the results reflect to the quality of the learner that is lower than the
goals and did not respond the need in the area. Educational reforms in many countries and in many
provinces of Thailand have led to the concept of Area Based Education by allowing all sectors in the province
or area to participate in education management. Moreover, they also have power in decision, design of
educational management to solve the problem of resource use in the area effectively and responsible for the
results of education management. The results of Area Based education can produce quality learners
appropriately and be consistent with the needs of the area context.

Thailand's basic education reform should apply the concept of Area Based Education starting from
the paradigm of education to learning life, using area or province as an important unit of reform. The
guidelines driving to basic education reform with Area Based Education that will lead to success should
include six key areas: 1) Decentralizing, providing freedom and increasing decision making power, 2)
Strengthening the learning culture and sense of responsibility of all relevant sectors, 3) Developing a system of
educational responsibility for the factors, process and output relatively, 4) Developing information system and
technology system, and learning resources in the area to be ready, 5) Adjusting the management
development system for administrators, strengthening proactive working culture, and 6) providing the joint
development area and strengthening participation from all sectors. This concept will be effective must start
with the adjustment of all Thai people to be aware of the importance and joint responsibility. They need to
have clear planning and start the change process as quickly as possible for education being as an important

force in driving change in Thailand to the stability, prosperity and sustainability.

Keywords : | Basic Educational Reform, Area Based Education
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