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Abstract

This research aimed to explore the experience
in learning Chinese during secondary school with
regard to cognitive domain, affective domain, and
psychomotor domain development. Phenomenology
was employed as a method of study. The researcher
chose purposing sampling for key informants. In-depth
interviews were conducted for students who enrolled
in the Chinese language program and received high
school diploma from Traimit Wittayalai School during
the 2005-2013 academic years. Selection criteria for
the key informants were (1) undergraduate students
who finished 12th grade for 1-2 years already, (2)
novice workers who finished 12th grade for 4-5 years
already, and (3) experienced workers who finished
12th grade for 6-9 years already. They were willing
to participate in the interviews of their experiences in
learning. Research findings indicated that (1) cognitive
domain for the undergraduate students expressed
good communication skills. They were able to explain
their accounts using Chinese grammars, phrases,
and lexical items in their daily life. Novice workers
demonstrated good communication skills. Pronunciation
in everyday correspondence was as good as native
speakers. Experienced workers articulated very good
communication skills. They were interested in Chinese
for trading, tourism, and business. (2) Affective
domain for the undergraduate students showed a
very good stance on Chinese learning. They knew the
importance and had a clear goal of learning Chinese
in pursuing their higher education and future career.

Novice workers revealed a very good attitude on

Journal 2560 1(9).indd 33

Chinese learning, utilizing their special talent of Chinese
in workplace. Experienced workers exhibited highly
constructive views on Chinese learning, earning life
skills following the Chinese philosophy and culture fit
to the foundation of Thai society. (3) Psychomotor
domain for the undergraduate students indicated good
speaking skills. All of them acquired decent accent
and pronunciation due to engaged conversation drills
with native Chinese teachers. Novice workers obviously
paid attention to study and practice for effective
Chinese communication skills. Learning emphasized
on interactions with native Chinese teachers rather
than memorizing words in textbooks. Experienced
workers were challenged with tough lessons. They
gained good Chinese language for speaking, listening,

reading and writing skills.

Keywords : experience in learning / learning Chinese

/ secondary school
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