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Social Network : The New Trend of Public Sphere and

Civil Society
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Abstract

This article is aimed to illustrate the development
of “public sphere” from the traditional physical space
to the virtual space in the form of social network and

to point out strengths of the new approach of public
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sphere, which is weaved by the thread of computer
network. Also, the author would like to highlight the
importance of the virtual public sphere as a catalyst
of various civil movements in the physical public sphere.
The virtual public sphere on social network is a platform
of social liberalization as it allows people from all walks
of life to use the public sphere for communication
under the concept of virtual communication that has
computer as the medium. At the same time, the virtual
communication also allows face-to-face communication
in which senders and receivers can see and hear each
other through Internet network. Therefore, communication
on social network is two-way communication. A user
of this form of communication has to be more active
than a user of the public sphere in the form of mass
media. This can be implied that the new virtual public

sphere could support democratization in Thai society.

Keywords : public sphere / social network
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