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Abstract

This research had two main objectives: 1) to describe and narrate the experience of spirituality in
teachers who received awards from the ideological and spiritual teacher project and 2) to
understand the process of development of spirituality among teachers who were awarded. This
was a phenomenology study using the Empirical existential-phenomenology of Amedeo Giorgi.
Key Informants in this study were 3 teachers who are in service teachers and received awards by
the Office of Basic Education for being ideological and spiritual teacher. The method used was
purposive sampling. In addition, 15 secondary key informants were selected for interviewing with
a view to support information.

The study results showed core structure, which is the essence of the experience of teacher
spirituality included of 3 stages: 1) The development of teacher spirituality is related to the
development of five themes, including a model of teacher spirituality, incentives to enter teaching,
experience in coping and facing difficult conditions in life, relationship between teacher and pupil,
and basic psychological features. 2) Being a teacher who has spirituality is an emerging of the
mental state and behavior of spirituality within the person himself. The meaning of “Being a
spiritual teacher” includes awareness of being a teacher and practice as a teacher with the goal of
working for children, and treat them with love and compassion. 3) The sustaining of teacher
spirituality 1s founded to be composed of happiness and pride, relationship between teacher and
pupil, and faith on individuals who believe in the value of the homeland.

Keywords: spiritual teachers’ experience, teacher spiritual, the spiritual development process,
phenomenology
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