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Abstract

This research article which is part of a study on learning and creating teachers’ self
identities aims to analyze the educational goal that defines a teacher as a practitioner in the
educational system, how it affects teachers’ self-identities, and how teachers and stakeholders
review teachers’ self-identities controlled by the concept of modern education. Discourse
analysis was conducted to show the knowledge creation process, facts about being teachers,
monopoly of knowledge dissemination through educational institutions, and authority in
assigning self-identity to students. These are components of being a teacher who can not have
freedom in learning and designating their own true self-identities. The findings of the study
revealed that education under the idealistic notion of modernization of the country designates
teachers’ self-identities as the country’s modernization focuses on producing people to be the
workforce and to be modern with industrial concepts. This reflects the power that oppresses
teachers’ self-identities in the form of knowledge, institution, and being experts. Therefore,

a question to review knowledge, institution, being experts, and being teachers under the concept
of modern education has been asked, and it is an important condition leading to knowing the
situation, and changing the status of teachers from being people who wait for orders to being
the creators of their own self-identities.

Keywords: self-identity, modern education, discourse analysis
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