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Abstract

This research aims to study the culture and the music of Karen Nam Tok in Khlonglan
pattana sub-district, Khlonglan district, Kamphaengphet province. The research uses
the ethnomusicology methodology as a way to study. All information is compiled from
community, interviewing and analyzing information in fieldwork during May 2012 until April
2013.  The results of this study show that culture and music of Karen Nam Tok are parts of
their lives which cannot be separable. From birth to death, their unique rituals can be observed.
They believe in supernatural power and house spirits. They also believe that everyone has their
own morale which watch over and make their lives happy. So, they have the ritual inviting the
protecting spirit to return to the body. Karen Nam Tok has a form of language different from
other races. They have the wisdom to use a variety of natural materials in daily life. For example,
the roof with Tan leaves, fill water in bamboo tube or build house’s floor and wall with bamboo.
Furthermore, they use Pyasatbrrn to make Ter-Nah instrument, weave to make equipment for
traditional games with a simple devices. In a research area, a unique instrument of Karen Nam
Tok is Ter-Nah. Ter-Nah is an instrument played since ancient times. It is played for entertaining
or making music for couples singing in wedding ceremonies. Another form of Karen Nam Tok
music consists of tom-tom (Poh-Der), cymbals (Jwaa) and gong (Moh). All of them are played
for entertaining, gathering people and leading traditional parade ceremony. For the lyrics, they
call Tar-Dor-Tor, consisting of many songs (Tar) which have different lyrics. Each song will be
sung in proper time. Thus, the culture and the music of Karen Nam Tok in Khlonglanpattana
sub-district, Khlonglan district, Kamphaengphet province are descendent heritages indicating
a strength in culture and pride in ethnic of Karen Nam Tok.
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