56

o v o 1 A Y s¥ v A Y Y o o a -
awuTuuen Ias - 9o ldudusoamssudedunau lunnsmauiinigsu ey

o o & ' a v sy v A Y U o )
a’lﬂiJ?l%lLﬁd%’lT@li : QIBTG]LLSI\‘JLiﬁl\‘iﬂﬁigllﬁ)d%ﬂﬂﬂ%i%?!ﬂﬁﬁ'\ﬁ%’]
w83 lian
Stages of Satori: Counter-Argument against the Sudden

Enlightenment in Rinzai Zen Buddhism
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Abstract

This article aims to analyze and discuss the concept of Satori in Rinzai Zen Buddhism.
According to Rinzai Zen, when the man apprehends and realizes the Buddha-nature within
himself, he experiences an awakening or the full enlightenment called Satori, the awareness of
the undifferentiated unity of all existence. The Satori is awakened in a sudden, no stage, and no
degree. That is why Rinzai Zen is called the sudden school. By analyzing and discussion,
however, it is found that there are stages of Satori and there are gradual ways of achieving the
full enlightenment. It concludes that the full enlightenment in Rinzai Zen Buddhism is not the

sudden awakening at one time as perceived by many scholars in the Zen Buddhist studies.

Key words: State of Satori, Rinzai Zen Buddhism, Sudden Enlightenment
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