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Pattern of Life Style, Child Rearing and Parent-Teacher-Student
Relationship : A Case Study of Primary Level Students whose Parents

Work in Industrial Sectors in Samutsongkram Province
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was fo study patterns of life style, child rearing and parent-teacher-student
relationship of primary level students whose parents work in industrial sectors in Samutsongkram Province
and their impact factors. The key informants were 17 parents working in industrial sectors and 17 sub-
informants including teachers, community leaders, students and industrial workers.

This research reveals that parents who work in the industrial sectors have a similar routine in their daily
life. They spend their morming hours and free time after work to manage their household tasks, most of which
are responsible by the females in the family. In some cases, mothers and fathers switch roles: mothers work
outside and fathers at home. In this case, fathers take care of the household chores. However, mothers are
still responsible for taking care of the children, assisted by fathers, and sometimes the elders in the family.
For the child rearing practice, the research finds that there are three patterns; supportive parenting, rational
parenting and role-model parenting and that some parents still punish their children. In the area of parents
and children relationship, it is found that sometimes parents express their expectation and concern fo their
children. Besides, parents prepare to pave a way to a befter future for their children by giving them an
education, supporting them to do helpful activities and managing their study and homework. Teachers and
students have a good relation based on love and caring. Teachers not only take care of their education,
behavior and emotion in school but also their life outside the school’s area as well. Parents and fteachers’
relation is based on cooperation. Most parents pay attention fo teachers’ comments about their children.
Furthermore, besides teachers’ visit fo student’s home, the school usually hosts a parent-conference twice
a year. The children in the families where both of parents work in the industrial sector and have no other
relatives fo look affer the children, the families that come from other provinces, send their children back fo
their hometown and have the elder relatives raise their children and, the family that has a house in the factory’s

area but neglect their children, are likely to have deviant behavior.

Key Words : Patterns of Life Style, Child Rearing Practice, Parent-Teacher-Student Relationship
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