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The discourse of Sexual Harassment on the Webboard: A Study of Critical
Discourse Analysis
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Abstract

This research presents a crifical discourse analysis of sexual harassment found on the Web board
conversation. linguistic strategies used by sexual harassers and the fargets were examined and social
perspectives were analyzed. The data were collected from www.pantip.com. The data analysis from this
study shows that eight main strategies used by the harassers are: 1) Modiification 2) Using words for body
parts 3) Slang 4) Spoonerism 5) Word play 6) Metaphor 7) Speech acts and 8) Laughing off the harassment.
As for the language used by the targets, four main strategies were found 1) Refusal with “Mai” 2) Speech
act of challenging 3) Ignorance and 4) laughing off the harassment. The research found that most of the
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harassers and the targets think that sexual harassment is humorous. It is reflected on language strategies such
as word play or slang which leads to the assumption that this is not a serious situation. It seems as if the
society is not aware of the danger of sexual harassment on the internet and therefore lacks a proper

control of it.

Keywords: Sexual Harassment, Critical Discourse Analysis, Webboard
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(1) <VICE>: Aatank man i got women here U’ll in love with!!

<Aatank>: vice like who

<VICE>: Aatank a quick babe inventory for u: st/sm and rani :)

(Herring. 1999: 157)
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(2) <Aatank>: sm hi u can call me studboy. What color are your undies

<VICE>: haha

***Action: Aatank rushes upto st and yanks her panties off. BOO!

(Herring. 1999: 157)
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