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Abolition of slavery in Thailand by King Chulalongkorn: Discourse prominence
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was fo investigate discourse prominence and prominence devices used in
King Chulalongkorn’s proclamations of abolition of slavery. The data was collected from the Government
Gazefte numbers 1, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22. The results of the study show the following 5 points of semantic
prominence: 1) To abolish all the tradlitions that exert oppression, the main one being slavery. 2) Abolish
all condition which leading to slavery. 3) The abolition of slavery must proceed gradually step by step.
4) Issuing of principles to the abolition of slavery. 5) The 4 step plan leading to the completion of the abolition
of slavery. Three devices were used fo create semantic prominence namely, repetition, thematic, order of

appearance, the first being the most important.
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