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Teasing : The Epithets of Thai Stars and Language Play by Mass Media
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Abstract

This article examines the linguistic strategies using for the epithets of Thai stars created by mass media
and investigates the functions of the epithets of Thai stars created by mass media. The data were taken from
the Entertainment Correspondents Association of Thailand, created in 2011- 2014. It was found that the
linguistic strategies were employed fo create the epithets of Thai stars by mass media such as play with
rhyme, play with words and proverbs, and play with meaning. In terms of function, there were three functions
of the epithets of Thai stars created by mass media: (1) the epithets of Thai stars concisely explain prominent
characteristics of referred stars (2) the epithets of Thai stars were adopted as criticizing for appearance,

image and behavior (3) the epithets of Thai stars were adopted to create humor and enfertainment.

Keywords : Epithet, language Play, Linguistic Strategies, Thai Stars, Mass Media
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