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Abstract

In Cambodia, the “bull” is regarded as a sacred animal the same as the ndga. Khmer have revered
bulls since the Pre-Angkorian period, with the coming of Brahmanism, that is, Shivaism, a cult that worships
Shiva as the supreme god. As Shiva’s steed, the image of Nandi bull was usually built by Shiva and seen
together at shrines. Afterward, as the Brahmanic cult of Shivaism declined along with the disintegration of
Angkor, the significance of the “Nandi bull” was replaced by that of “Phra Khoe”, the protagonist in the
folkiale “Phra Khoe and Phra Kaew”. This tradition started in the lovek era when Cambodia was constantly
oppressed by Siam. Phra Khoe during this later period was a sign of happiness. The Khmer believe that
where there is Phra Khoe, there will be no famine, natural disasters, or plagues, and the reason Siam
progressed well was that it captured Phra Khoe and Phra Kaew and took them to Siam, whereas Cambodia
declined continually until it reached the state as seen at present. The Khmer use the bull to convey symbolic
meanings, especially politically, that is, the bull is the booster of spirit in the building of the nation. The bull
is the national symbol and is used as an instrument for stimulating nationalism.

Key words : Beliefs about the Bull, Animal Symbol, Cambodia
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