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“Khom” in the legends and folktales of northeastern Thailand
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Abstract

This study investigates social communication and ethnic relations between ‘Khom” and other groups
in the Southeast Asian mainland. The word ‘Khom’ in the legends and folkiales of northeastern Thailand’s
text bodly present the meaning of ‘Khom’ in many aspects. The legends and folkiales express the image
of Khom as an old inhabitant group and their journey in the northeastern Thai region. The Khom had a higher
status fo rule the other ethnic groups in the region and enabled them to hold social status over the others.
The Khom controlled many cities with their network of kinship relations. The reactions of people under the
Khom power have been communicating from the past through the present day via the legends and
northeastern folktales. This is the way of sending an expression of the inwardness from the past to the later
generations.

Keywords : Khom, Ethnic Groups, Northeastern legends and folktales
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