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The Mutual Characteristics and the Creation about Content and

Teaching Strategies in AtsadapanornKamKaap in Southern Thailand
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Abstract

In this research, mutual characteristics among a southern Thai verse of AtsadapanornKamKaap and
a Central Thai verse of BodhisattavaKosambhin and Chan Atsadapanorn were examined. Also, their unique
local creations were investigated. The results of this study revealed that the three verses shared several mutual
contents. The content included the teachings of how to conduct for personal benefits, how fo avoid
misbehaviors, how to ponder human characteristics and human natures, how to behave or associate with
several types of people, and how to be a good leader. Notably, AtsadapanornKamKaap has apparently
been created for Thai southerners. The verse comprised the doctrines of how fo access knowledge, how
to be born in their next life or even to reach nirvana and it was to teach women to be enlightened according
to Buddhist beliefs. All of these docirines emphasized the readers to be happiness in the worldly pleasure
and super-mundane level. The AtsadapanomKamKaap was prominent due fo several reasons. The writer,
a Buddhist monk, wished himself and his readers to be blessed with merits; hence, he attempted to put many
Buddhist ideas and teachings in his verse. The writer’s concepts have been influenced by thoughts and beliefs
of the sociely at that time, so he inserfed the ideas on hells, paradises, nirvana and reincarnation info his
work. Pertaining to feaching strategies, the three verses contained four mutual characteristics: direct and
straightforward teaching, employing ancient fraditions as teaching sources, teaching by demonstrating the
results of conducts and teaching in the present, and teaching by using the fechnique of comparisons that
most readers were familiar with. However, it should be nofed that AtsadapanomKamKaap exploited more
various comparison feaching strategies, in order to help the readers comprehend the Buddhist teachings
better. In connection with the teaching strafegies representing local identities, four aspects were claimed.
One was the application of Buddhist doctrines for teaching. Two was relevant to the teaching which
explanations would be delivered according to the topics to be taught. With regard fo the three, teaching
by demonstrating the results of conducts and teaching in the next life, which were related to the Buddhist
beliefs. The last aspect was the comparison using the Pali Canon as a guide. All of the strategies were

undoubtedly related to Buddhist contexts.

Key Words : AtsadapanornKamKaap, Mutual characteristics, Creation, Teaching literatures
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