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Dai Language : A Tai Language Family in China
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Abstract

According fo the historical study of Tai tribes, it was found that Tai fribes live in various areas. Besides
Thailand, the most obvious residential area for Thai tribes’ relatives, the study indicated that the relatives
of Thai tribes also live in other places in various countries in Southeast Asia. Linguists called people who
do not live in Thailand “Tai”. Tais who live in Xishuangbannaautonomous region and Jingpoautonomous

region of China have a close relationship with other Tai people in other countries. Some researchers
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agree that Tais can be the origins of the Tai tribe family. This paper presents the ethnicity of Tai tribes
living in Xishuangbanna. The key issues that will be mentioned in the paper include: 1) the residential
areas and history information; 2) Tai linguistic information which consist of Tai phonology, Tai lexicology,
and syntax; and 3) Tai script. The results obtained from this article will be useful for a discussion of the

relationship of Tai language which is a member of Sino — Tibefan language family.

Keywords: Tai language, Dai language, Tai language family, Dai lue language, Xishuangbanna
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