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Abstract

The objectives of this research were fo study the similarities and the differences of refusal strategies
used in two conversational situations: a monk to monk conversation, and a monk fo layperson conversation.
The study took info account the social variables, namely Phansa (first ordination info monkshood), age, and
intimacy. The findings revealed that there were some similarities and differences of the refusal strategies
used between monks, and between monks and lay people. Three refusal strategies were used by both groups:

1) giving excuses such as being busy, having fo see someone or having to be somewhere, 2) refusing directly,
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and 3) giving advice. These three strategies were used both with monks and laymen. However, the three
sirategies were used differently in terms of frequency between two groups. The factors underlying such
differences were social variables: Phansa and intimacy with monks, age and the intimacy with lay people.
The findings revealed that when monks have to refuse, they always think about the rules for monks and the
rules for practice. Furthermore, Phansa, age, the infimacy of monks, and social status of monks were important
factors in selecting refusal strategies.

Keywords : refusal speech acts, monks, social variables
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