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The Discourse of Sexual Harassment in Daily Life
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Abstract

This research presents a critical discourse analysis of sexual harassment in everyday conversation. The
purposes of this research were fo examine the linguistic strategies used in the language of sexual harassers
and those who were the victims of the harassment and to study social perspectives. The sample data
consisted of 353 undergraduate students. The results revealed that three major strategies used by the

harassers are: 1) syntactic strategy 2) lexical strategy and 3) discourse — pragmatic

Twadeiilasuns wu yunumsAansievhyiganiwuszesil “adudiednsdseindiudssunuesse  antiudia

InendpamIneduasuasunsilan



86 ﬂwnﬁynﬁ@nm&mmwwfuﬁ?m/i:sfﬁu7 |

strategy. As for the language used by victims, two main strategies were used: 1) lexical strategy and
2) discourse — pragmatic strategy. The perspectives of the sexual harassers reflect from the results of
harassers’ strategies. Harassers perceive the act of sexual harassment or the harassment victims as objects,
foods and animals, all of which reflect only a matter of sex and infercourse. Sexual harassment was
considered an act of power or subjection of harasser. The perspectives of those who were harassed varied
according fo the sexual harassment behaviors, i.e., they changed from being the victim and responded by
taking inferactive actions dependent on the situation.

Keywords sexual harassment, critical discourse analysis
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“Like many linguists, | shall use ‘discourse’ to refer to spoken and written
language use, though | also want to extend it to include other types of
semiotic activity (i.e. activity which produces meanings), such as visual
imaged (photography, film, video, diagrams) and non-verbal communication
(e.g. gestures). ...In referring to language use as discourse, | am signaling
a wish to investigate it in a way that is informed by the social theory

insights mentioned above, as a form of social practices.”
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