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Windowing of ‘go’ and ‘com’ in Thai and Korean:
A cognitive linguistic study on aspectual meaning
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Abstract

This article provides a comparative analysis on the aspectual meaning of verbs ‘go” and ‘come’ in
Thai and Korean and examines the causes and mechanism that generate similarities and differences in their
aspectual meanings in the light of cognitive linguistics theory, inter alia, ‘windowing’. This analysis can also
present explanation for universality and individuality of language as reflected in the phenomena such as
polysemy and grammaticalization. As a result of the analysis, | was able fo find that Thai and Korean verbs
‘go” and ‘come’ share the same prototypical meanings, that those meanings were carried over info similar
meaning expansion, and the two verbs in both languages have grammaticalized into aspectual meanings.
Such similarities suggest that the verb ‘go” in both Thai and Korean has a progressive aspect, and the verb
‘come’ has a present perfect aspect. Nevertheless, the Thai verb */paj/ (go)’has a perfective aspect in
ad(dition to its progressive meaning, whereas the Korean verb ‘gada (go)’ did not have such use. Furthermore,
it was found that the Thai verb ‘/maa, (come)’ has broader uses than the Korean counterpart ‘oda (come)’.
In this article, by applying the concept of ‘windowing’, | analyzed the mechanism of the meaning expansion
into aspectual meanings fo investigate the reason or motivation of the grammaticalization. This study has
its significance in that it helps readers understand aspects of the cognitive system of Thai and Korean
speakers. The findings from this study contribute to various fields of studlies including language instruction,

compilation of dictionaries and textbooks, and translation studies as well as cognitive linguistic studies.

Keywords : cognitive linguistics, polysemy, grammaticalization, windowing, aspectual meaning
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